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EAST AFRICAN COURT OF JUSTICE 
FIRST INSTANCE DIVISION  

Hearing: 12th March 2020 from 9:30 am  
(Open Court, 2nd floor, EAC Headquarters) 

 
 
Reference No. 13 of 2017 Prof. Elias Bizuru vs Inter-University Council of East Africa (IUCEA) 

Reference filed on: 17th November 2017.  
 
Articles:  6(d) & 30(1) of the Treaty. 
 
Rule: 24 of the EACJ Rules of Procedure, 2013. 
 
Subject matter: Recruitment dispute.  

 

The Applicant, Prof. Elias Bizuru is a Burundian Citizen, residing in Kigali, Rwanda. He challenges the                
decision of the IUCEA Executive Committee dated 27th August 2017 which did not appoint him to the                 
position of Chief Research and Innovation Coordination Officer that he had applied. The Applicant alleges               
that, such a decision is an infringement of Article 6(d) of the Treaty Establishing the East African                 
Community (EAC) and seeks its nullification and costs associated to the Reference. 

The Respondent, the Inter-University Council of East Africa is an institution of the EAC sued on its own                  
behalf. The Respondent alleges to have acted in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Treaty, the                 
IUCEA staff rules and regulations, the relevant decisions of the Council of Ministers relating to due                
diligence from the advertisement stage, interview until the final decision communicated to the Applicant.  

On 5th July 2019, the First Instance Division issued a provisional restraining order against the Respondent                
from pursing any recruitment of the position of Chief Research and Innovation Coordination Officer until               
final determination of this Reference.  

This case summary is a document produced by the Registry to assist in understanding forthcoming matters                
before the Court. It does not bind the Court. For authoritative Decisions, Judgments and general               
information about the Court please visit http://www.eacj.org 
Contact: Registrar, East African Court of Justice, P.O. Box 1096 Arusha, Tanzania Tel: +255 27 2506093                
Fax: +255 27 27 2509493 Email: eacj@eachq.org 
 

 

1 The EACJ consist of a First Instance Division and an Appellate Division. The First Instance Division hears and determines cases at 

first instance, subject to a right of appeal to the Appellate Division under Article 35A, any matter before the Court in accordance 

with this Treaty. 
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